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graphed, with unspeakable hypocrisy, that the German
Government most deeply deplored and condemned the crime
committed against Dr. Dollfuss. (On Hitler's entry into
Austria in March 1938, Planetta and Holzweber, the two
executed murderers of Dollfuss, were proclaimed martyrs
of the National Socialist movement, and their bodies were
placed in the tomb of their victim.)
Simultaneously the German Government informed the
Government at Vienna that they had decided after the recall
of Dr. Rieth, the former German Envoy, to appoint a special
Minister Plenipotentiaryc for the restoration of normal and
friendly relations between the German Reich and Austria ".
This new representative was to be Franz von Papen, the
former German Vice-Chancellor.
On the s6th July 1934 a personal letter from Hitler to
Papen was published. It runs as follows :
BAYREUTH
26th July 1934.
MY BEAR HERR VON PAPEN,
As a result of the events in Vienna I have found myself
obliged to propose to the President the recall of Dr. Rieth,
the German Envoy in Vienna, because responding to a
demand from Austrian ministers or from the rebels in
Austria, he was ready to approve an arrangement between
these two parties referring to the liberation and safe
conduct of the rebels, without first consulting the Govern-
ment. The envoy has thus without cause involved Ger-
many in an affair which concerns Austria alone. The
outrage against the Austrian Chancellor, which was extremely
regretted and strongly condemned by the German Government, has
through no fault of ours helped to disturb the political situation
in Europe, which was already unsettled.
Therefore it is my desire to contribute if I can to a
relaxation of tension in the general situation, and in
particular to see the relations with the German Austrian
State, which have been troubled for some while, restored
to normal and friendly channels.
For this reason, my dear Herr von Papen, I ask you
to accept this important task, for since our co-operation